CLASS ASSEMBLY
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
A class assembly to celebrate children’s First Holy Communion
INTRODUCTION

Reader  A:
Good morning and welcome to our school assembly for the occasion of our fist holy communion. A group of children from our school are making another step in our Christian life. This is because we are receiving The Body of Christ for the first time – Our First Holy Communion.  

Reader  B:
We have been looking forward to this day for a long time. Over these last months we have been learning about Jesus, communion and many other things. Now that this special day has come we are very happy to be able to start sharing the Eucharist – eating the body of Christ. 

Let us now sing our first hymn.
Reader  C:
Our friendship with Jesus began a long time ago, when we were little. Mum and Dad took us to Church and we were Baptised. In Baptism we become members of God's big family that is called the Church.


Now God is inviting us to share in this other celebration of Holy Communion.

Reader  D:
It was nearly a year ago that we started preparing for this special day of First Holy Communion. We have been learning about Holy Communion and other things at our catechism lessons every week. We have learned about the Sacraments, about the Mass and other things we have to know as Christians. We have also learned new prayers.  Some weeks ago, we also celebrated the sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time. Now our First Holy Communion allows us to start receiving Jesus in the Eucharist every time we go to church.

Reader  E:
Holy Communion is sometimes called – the HOLY EUCHARIST (banner). The Word Eucharist is often used to mean the Celebration of the MASS (banner).

When we go to the altar we receive Jesus. Every time we go to Mass we join with everyone praising and thanking God our Father for the gift of Jesus.  
Reader  F:
Jesus comes to us looking and tasting like bread. It is a special type of bread called unleavened bread. It is the same bread that Jesus used at the Last Supper. The small pieces of unleavened bread that the priest uses at Mass are called 'hosts' (show sample or picture).

(Children can act the following bit.)

When the priest gives you the host, he will say 


The Body of Christ.


This means – This is Jesus himself.


We answer – Amen.


This means – Yes, I believe that it is Jesus.


When we eat the host at Holy Communion Jesus comes to us to make us his friends even more.


We talk to him as our best friend. We thank him for coming to us and we ask him to help us to be like him.

Let us now sing our next hymn.

Reader  G:
It was about 2000 years ago that Holy Communion or the Eucharist was celebrated for the first time.
The Jews, who were the people Jesus grew up with, gathered every year for their Passover meal. In it they used to share their special food, a lamb and also tell the story of how God saved them from the slavery in Egypt.


Jesus wanted to celebrate this meal with his 12 apostles as well. He asked them to prepare for it – but while they were eating he did something NEW – he changed the bread into his body and the wine into his blood – The holy Eucharist.  This is how it happened ….

Drama:
THE LAST SUPPER Children enact story of the Last Supper. (See The Dramatised Bible or Luke's gospel – Lk 22: 7-23.)
Reader  G:
The last supper was therefore a very special meal. The 12 apostles didn't just eat food for their body. For the first time they received Jesus himself. We too can do this every time we celebrate the Eucharist when we take part at Mass. 

Reader  H:
Prayer
Dear Jesus, at the Last Supper you gave yourself to your friends.
Now you have given yourself to me.
I feel you are really close to me.
I know now that I am safe with you.
You love me, Jesus. You know me very well.
You know how much I love you and want to love you even more.
Come to me, Lord Jesus, and stay with me,
and make me always yours.

Reader  I:
To prepare for this special occasion we have all written our own prayers to Jesus. We invite you now to listen to and to share with us some of these prayers.

5 Children to read prayers written.
Reader  I:
Let us now all join in and pray together. Let us pray for all children making First Holy Communion. We invite you to join in by saying together …

Thank you Lord for giving yourself to us. 
Reader  1:
Let us thank God for all he has created:  the land and the sky, trees, birds, flowers, water, the sea and all that is in it. They all praise God by their beauty. May they remind us to be always grateful to you Lord. Response.
Reader  2:
Let us pray for our families and thank God for our mums, dads and our brothers and sisters. May we all live as true Christian families.  Response.
Reader  3:
Let us thank God for making us members of the Church - his big Christian family. As a big family of believers - make that we will follow Jesus forever.  Response.
Reader  4:
Let us thank God for our school, for giving us all the teachers and other people who work with us at school and help us in our learning. Help us Lord always to try our best to improve our learning. Response.
Reader  5:
Let us thank God for all those who work in the Church and help bringing Jesus to us. We pray for the Pope, bishops and all priests. Lord we ask you to be with them in their important work for us.  Response.
Let us now sing our last hymn. (Possibly a thanksgiving hymn.)

We thank you for sharing with us our joy of this special day and invite you to pray for us that we may continue to be Jesus' friends always.

Sign of the cross.

- 1 -

